
Saint-Imier 
Technology Park
Imagine the world of tomorrow

Are you active in smart & micro 
manufacturing and seeking to grow?

Located at  the hear t  of  a  pr iv i leged 
technological environment, inherited from a 
long-standing tradition of microtechnology, 
Saint-Imier Technology Park is uniquely well 
positioned to support you in your smart and 
micro manufacturing activities. Not only does 
it offer first-class infrastructure, equipment 
and services, but also an inspiring environment 
where you can turn your vision into reality 
thanks to the synergies with the University of 
Applied Sciences Arc School of Engineering. 
An equipped area of 40,000 m² is available in 
the immediate vicinity of the park for further 
expansion phases, relocations and spin-offs.

Are you looking for Swiss quality?

Switzerland is one of the world’s leading 
locations for high-value-added manufacturing: 
Swiss products and services are universally 
associated with quality,  rel iabil ity and 
exclusivity. The excellent reputation they 
enjoy is a clear competitive advantage for 
manufacturers and service providers, who 
can position their Swiss made products and 
services in a higher price segment.

A haven of stability

Switzerland enjoys remarkable financial 
stability, an incredible business-friendly climate, 
and an extremely solid social and political 
system, which allows investors to engage in 
long term activities with complete peace of 
mind.

Innovating, micron by micron
Saint-Imier is located in the Bernese Jura region, 
known the world over for its tradition, quality 
and expertise in precision engineering. Some of 
the biggest names in the watchmaking industry 
– including Longines, Tag-Heuer, Blancpain, 
Chopard and Breitling – were born there. The 
know-how that originated from the region’s 
watchmaking tradition has today evolved and 
been honed into superior skills in automation, 
micromechanics and microelectronics. In Saint-
Imier, the turning industry boasts unrivalled 
expertise in the machining of small technical 
parts and components requiring a high level of 
precision.

• 1 incubator
• 1 manufacturing space
• > 1,600 m² of fully equipped 

premises immediately available
• 40,000 m² available for further 

expansions
• 150 CHF/m² average price
• state-of-the-art labs and 

equipment
• 4 international airports in close 

proximity

The place to B









SAINT-IMIER

ZURICH ✈
BASEL ✈

BERN ✈

LAUSANNE

GENEVA ✈

Bien-Air is the largest manufacturer of micromotors for 
dental medicine

Safety and discretion
Nestled in a green setting, Saint-Imier 
guarantees safety and discretion, a product of 
Switzerland’s federalist structure and strong 
local autonomy.

http://ggba-switzerland.ch/
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An incubator for your R&D activities
The incubator hosts start-ups and spin-offs 
with a view to transferring technology. Three 
surfaces of 80 m2 – which may be divided 
– are available at an attractive price of 60 
Swiss francs per square meter for the first 
year. Additional surfaces are available in the 
technology park, allowing your company 
to grow according to the dynamics of its 
development.

Fully equipped premises for your 
manufacturing activities
Saint-Imier Technology Park offers 2,200 m2 
of fully equipped premises, 1,400 of whom are 
still available. A surface of 800 m2 is already 
rented to Cemiplast. The layout of the premises 
allows for great flexibility: extensions are 
possible depending on the development of your 
business. Prices range from 140 to 150 Swiss 
francs per square meter.

Mircea Tudor, CEO, MB Telecom

“Saint-Imier is an excellent 
location for high-tech 
manufacturing. The unique 
expertise in the precision, 
telecommunications, IT and 
microelectronics industries, 
the favorable conditions – 
including the availability of 
an attractive 10,000-m2 site 
– and the full support of the 
local cantonal and federal 
authorities were key factors 
in our choice. The “Swiss 
Made” – which universally 
stands for quality, reliability 
and precision – is an 
invaluable asset for us 
addressing our products to 
a global market.” 
Mircea Tudor, CEO, MB Telecom

Romanian high-tech industrial company 
Tudor Scan Tech has recently chosen 
Saint-Imier as the base for its new 
production facility for aircraft scanners. 
Over the next five years it will be investing 
around 45 million Swiss francs and 
creating 120 new jobs. The Roboscan 
Aeria mobile aircraft scanner – the 
only one of its kind in the world – is the 
only technology today that can clear 
the aircraft under “bomb threat” within 
minutes by revealing in the radiography 
such threatening objects or smuggled 
goods such as drugs, cash or weapons, 
bringing a significant contribution to 
international civil aviation security.

Saint-Imier Technology Park hosts the HE-Arc School of Engineering © HE-Arc

The virtual reality equipment includes Virtusphere, a sphere of 3 meter diameter allowing immersion without mobility 
constraints © patriceschreyer.com
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The Ypsomed Group is a leading developer and manufacturer of injection systems for self-medication

Surface Equipment

Optics lab 70 m2 Interferometric measurement equipment, special 
optical fibers

Machine tool workshop 240 m2 Mikron XSM 400U high speed machining center 
5-axis simultaneous, Huron KX 10 high speed 3-axis 
machining center, Mikron VC 500 3-axis machining 
center

Production equipment 
design

200 m2 CAD software

Production equipment 
design lab

90 m2 High speed camera, measuring systems, 
qualification systems for precision and machine 
calibration

Plastics engineering lab 220 m2 Injection molding, infographic environment helping 
in the design of plastic products

Computational mechanics 140 m2 Simulation programs

Thermal machines and 
fluid mechanics lab

480 m2 Wind tunnel, test-bench for motors 

Metrology clean room 
(ISO-6)

120 m2 Topography microscopes for 3D reconstruction, 
measuring instruments by vision, three-dimensional 
measuring machines by contact and vision, 
roughness tester, etalons, X-Ray tomograph for the 
three-dimensional measurement of clock parts and 
plastic parts

Metrology & industrial 
vision lab

210 m2 Inspection equipment by X-Rays

Embedded computing 
systems

370 m2 High performance oscilloscopes (Lecroy), function 
generators, power supplies, multimeters, …

Interaction technologies 150 m2 Gaze tracking devices, EEG brain interface

Image processing & 
computer graphics

150 m2 Virtusphere, 3D display screens (active and 
polarized), thermal camera, 3D cameras, FaroArm

Data analytics 150 m2 GPGPU cluster for high-performance calculation

Laboratories, clean rooms and 
equipment

Within the framework of a shared research 
project, companies may be given access to 
the equipment, competences and resources of 
the University of Applied Sciences Arc School 
of Engineering.

The natural home  
for ultra-high-tech specializations
A number of leading international companies 
and innovative SMEs are based in the region 
surrounding Saint-Imier.

Mechanical and electrical engineering

• Schaublin – manufacturing and 
distribution of conventional lathes, CNC 
lathes and vertical machining centers 
milling 
www.smsa.ch

Characterization of surfaces using a confocal microscope 
© patriceschreyer.com

Humanoid robot learning to manipulate workpieces  
© HE-Arc

• Tornos – manufacture of machines 
designed to produce parts requiring 
extreme precision and quality 
www.tornos.com

• Festo – world leader in automation 
www.festo.com

• GF AgieCharmilles – leading provider 
of machines, automation solutions and 
services to the tool and mold making 
industry and to manufacturers of 
precision components 
www.gfms.com

• Sonceboz – design and production of 
electric actuators 
www.sonceboz.com

• Tectri – automatic manufacturing of 
highly sophisticated turned and milled 
parts in metal and plastic 
www.tectri.ch 

• Ismeca – development and marketing of 
turret-based test handlers and package 
inspection equipment for integrated 
circuits, LEDs and discrete components 
www.cohu.com 
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Life Sciences

• CSL Behring – development, 
manufacturing and marketing of protein-
based therapies 
www.cslbehring.com 

• Ziemer Group – surgical and diagnostic 
tools in the field of ophthalmology 
www.ziemergroup.com

• Straumann – global leader in implant, 
restorative and regenerative dentistry 
www.straumann.com

• SDI Surgical Device International – 
instruments for eye surgery 
www.sdigmbh.ch 

• Bien-Air Medical Technologies – 
developer of custom-made product 
ranges and systems in dentistry and 
surgery 
www.bienair.com 

• MPS Precimed – design, development 
and manufacturing of innovative medical 
devices in the fields of traumatology and 
orthopedic surgery 
www.mps-precimed.com 

• Smile Line – development, 
manufacturing and marketing of a full 
range of high-end and personalized 
items in the dental and luxury sectors 
www.smileline.ch

TISIS Tab, an innovative software solution by Tornos

Longines has been based in Saint-Imier since 1832

Bien-Air Medical Technologies boasts 50 years of experience in dentistry and surgery

Watchmaking

• Longines – famous for the elegance and 
performance of its timepieces, it has 
been based in Saint-Imier since 1832 
and is a member of the Swatch Group, 
the world’s leading watchmaker 
www.longines.ch 

• ETA Manufacture Horlogère – 
development of new industrialization 
technologies to create “Swiss Made” 
quartz and mechanical movements 
www.eta.ch 

• Cadrans Flückiger (Patek Philippe) – 
top-of-the-range dials and pointers for 
dials 
www.patek.com
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Industrial and academic 
fellow tenants

Saint-Imier Technology Park brings together 
research and technology transfer institutes, 
start-ups and medium-size companies 
specialized in microtechnologies and precision 
engineering, with a focus on medtech. Thus, it 
offers a stimulating environment and foster 
the transfer of technology between the various 
actors on site.

University of Applied Sciences Arc (HE-Arc) School of Engineering

HE-Arc School of Engineering supports a globally unique industrial environment, 
developing directly applicable and applied research that closely reflects the region’s 
economic and industrial fabric. Through its teaching programs and research activities, it 
offers its partners a genuine technological intelligence platform designed to support their 
innovations and developments.

Saint-Imier site

In Saint-Imier, HE-Arc School of Engineering is strategically positioned around four main 
fields of activity:

• Smart & micro-manufacturing: solutions for flexible, efficient and interconnected 
production facilities

• Smart sensing & micro-systems: solutions incorporating the Internet of Things, 
sensors and MEMS

• Watchmaking & industrial luxury: from design to industrial production in the 
watchmaking sector.

• Medical technologies: from imaging and serious games to implantable micro-
systems

Partners have access to scientific and technological know-how organized on the basis of 
eight research groups, each group being associated with one of the Bachelor’s program 
specializations:
• Computational mechanics: from choice of materials to vibration analysis
• Production equipment design: supporting assembly and machine toole
• Industrial processes: production facilities and their efficient management
• Metrology & industrial vision: quality engineering
• Embedded-computing systems: from signal processing to the Internet of Things
• Interaction technologies: interactive, adaptive, reliable, and secure solutions 
• Data analytics: textual analysis, high-performance calculation and Cloud Computing
• Image processing & computer graphics: image acquisition, analysis and synthesis 

and augmented reality

• BOS-Software 
Development and production of high-tech 
tools for visualizing production in real-
time. Its clients are major manufacturers 
keen on improving production in their 
workshops. 
www.bos-software.com

• Cemiplast 
Design, development and production of 
thermoplastic molded products; technical 

Patrick Neuenschwander, TORNOS Software 
Manager

“The Tornos Research 
Center is the perfect 
breeding ground for our 
ideas and innovations. 
The synergies with the 
HE-Arc are very strong. By 
pooling our strengths and 
experience, we manage 
to develop cutting-edge 
technological solutions for 
Industry 4.0 and therefore to 
remain competitive on the 
international market.”
Patrick Neuenschwander, TORNOS 
Software Manager

The TORNOS Group is one of the world’s 
leading companies developing, producing 
and distributing Swiss-type automatic 
lathes and multisplindle machines. It 
supplies unique solutions in market 
segments such as automotive, medical 
and dental technology, micromechanics, 
and electronics. TORNOS and the Haute 
Ecole Arc Ingénierie (HE-Arc) have been 
working together at the Tornos Research 
Center at Saint-Imier Technology Park 
since 2011.

solutions for small, medium and large-
scale injection molding processes. 
www.cemiplast.ch 

• Various research groups of the 
University of Applied Sciences Arc (HE-
Arc) School of Engineering (see box)

• Institute for Technology Transfer  
TT-Novatech 
Practical partner in applied research, 
development and transfer of technology 
in the area of industrial micro 

Founded in 2008, BOS-Software is based in Saint-Imier
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technology, precision technology, IT and 
communications.

• Tornos Research Center 
Fruit of a partnership between Tornos, 
HE-Arc and TT-Novatech, the Tornos 
Research Center conducts research 
in the areas of mechanical design, 
machining procedures, advanced 
control and mechatronics as well as 
modelling and simulation. The goal 
of this collaboration is to convert 
innovative ideas into technologies that 
are applicable to the machine-tools of 
tomorrow. 
www.tornos.com

Get access to the brightest minds

Saint-Imier hosts the University of Applied 
Sciences Arc School of Engineering and is 
located within close proximity to top-ranked 
Swiss research and teaching institutions, 
allowing your business to benefit from one of 
the best scientific and academic environments 
in the world.

HE-Arc – University of Applied Sciences Arc 
School of Engineering on site 
Industrial design engineering, 
microengineering, computer science 
www.he-arc.ch/en/ingenierie

CTM – Centre de Technologies 
Microtechniques 1 km 
Plastics engineering, swaging, injection 
molding, prototyping, subcontracting 
www.ctm-sa.ch 

HE-Arc – University of Applied Sciences Arc 
various locations 
Management, engineering, health, 
conservation-restoration 
www.he-arc.ch

BFH – Bern University of Applied Sciences 
various locations 
Medical, industrial and energy technologies 
www.ti.bfh.ch 

University of Bern 70 km 
Institute for Applied Physics, Department for 
Laser Physics, ARTORG Center for Biomedical 
Engineering Research 
www.unibe.ch

EMPA – Swiss Federal Laboratories for 
Materials Science and Technology 90 km 
Metallurgy and metal powder research 
www.empa.ch 

HEG – Haute École de Gestion Arc 30 km 
Business administration, marketing 

management 
www.he-arc.ch/gestion

BBME – Bern Biomedical Engineering 
Network Various locations 
It includes over 500 clinicians and researchers 
from around 60 teams from different 
institutions 
www.bbme.ch 

CSEM – Swiss Center for Electronics and 
Microtechnology 30 km 
Microelectronics and energy technology 
www.csem.ch 

EPFL – Federal Institutes of Technology 
Lausanne 95 km 
Electrical engineering, mechanical 
engineering, materials science, 
microengineering, computer and 
communication sciences 
www.epfl.ch 

HEIA-FR – School of Engineering and 
Architecture of Fribourg 80 km 
Civil engineering, chemistry, computer 
science, telecommunications, electrical and 
mechanical engineering 
www.heia-fr.ch 

ETH – Federal Institutes of Technology 
Zurich 140 km 
Industrial processes, new materials, 
information processing, health, energy 
www.ethz.ch

We support your innovative ideas

Depending on your project and its potential 
for added value, in particular in terms of job 
creation, technology and investment, you may 
be granted financial assistance or tax relief:
• Tax relief for a maximum period of 

10 years (two periods of 5 years) at 
municipal and cantonal level

• Non-repayable contribution to startups: 
up to 100,000 Swiss francs

• Non-repayable investment grant: up to 
200,000 Swiss francs can be allocated 
by the Bern Economic Development 
Agency; for larger amounts, a decision 
is made by the Minister of Economic 
Affairs

• Interest-free or low-interest loans

In addition to these cantonal and municipal 
grants, innovative business ideas may receive 
financial support through the Foundation 
for Technological Innovation (STI) and the 
Commission for Technology and Innovation 
(CTI), and are also competently coached and 
linked with partners through the network. STI 
provides financial support to individuals who 
are setting up startups with technological 
innovations and economic potential in the form 
of an interest-free repayable loan. CTI provides 
funding for market-oriented R&D projects 
carried out jointly by firms and universities, as 
well as for the creation and development of 
science-based companies.

micro5 is  a 5-axis micromachine 
developed by the HE-Arc School of 
Engineering. The size of a coffee 
machine, micro5 has the potential to 
revolutionize production in the field of 
microtechnology: it is small, energy-
efficient, and works with exceptional 
rapidity and precision.

HE-Arc School of Engineering: dare, think, do!

micro5

CyberChocs 1200 

Developed for Cartier, CyberChocs 1200 
is a robot unit conceived to perform 
shock tests on top-of-the-range watches. 
This provides a rapid feedback on the 
overall behaviour of the watch and its 
movement in the long run, allowing to 
reduce after-sales returns.

micro5 © HE-Arc

CyberChocs 1200 © HE-Arc
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Greater Geneva Bern area
Av. de Gratta-Paille 2, PO Box 252 
1000 Lausanne 22 – Switzerland

Tel. +41 21 644 00 90

Carmen Fankhauser, Deputy Director
c.fankhauser@ggba-switzerland.ch

www.ggba-switzerland.ch

Great names in the watchmaking industry have left their mark in the Saint-Imier valley © Jura Bernois Tourisme

Fantastic quality of life

Switzerland is well known for its captivating 
landscapes and high standard of living, and 
the region surrounding Saint-Imier is no 
exception. It offers an environment in which 
work, leisure and family life can be balanced in 
perfect harmony. High-quality infrastructures, 
stunning scenery and affordable housing make 
it a great place to live. Swiss public and private 
schools have a well-deserved reputation for 
excellence. Children of expatriate employees 
can be taught in their native language or receive 
an international education at one of the region’s 
many international schools.

You will feel at home

Unsurprisingly, Switzerland is a favorite 
destination amongst expatriates: one in four 
people living in the country does not have 
a Swiss passport. Foreign companies and 
workers make a significant contribution to 
Switzerland’s prosperity. Its linguistic and 
cultural diversity coupled with the high 
concentration of foreign residents make 
Switzerland a country of tolerance and 
openness.

Horseback riding on Mount Soleil, in the heights of Saint-Imier © Jura Bernois Tourisme

Save the date
• 16th International Business Cocktail | 14 

November 2016 | Bern 
The Bern Economic Development 
Agency has great pleasure in inviting 
you to this traditional event for the 
international community. 
www.berninvest.be.ch > Events

This document was produced in partnership with:

https://www.berninvest.be.ch/

