
Western Switzerland attracts talent and fosters 
innovation and performance. It offers an 
environment in which work, creativity, leisure, 
family and recreation can be balanced in perfect 
harmony. A vibrant cultural life, stunning scenery 
and high-quality real estate add to its appeal, 
making this region a great place to live.

ENVIRONMENT AND LIFE 
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SPORTS, LEISURE, RECREATION, AND CULTURE IN ABUNDANCE
Set against a stunning backdrop of mountains and lakes, the Greater Geneva 
Bern area provides the ideal setting for a perfect work-life balance. The region’s 
historic cities are renowned for their culture and charm. The federal capital, 
Bern, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, as are the magnificent region of Lavaux 
with its terraced vineyards, and the watchmaking cities of Le Locle and  
La Chaux-de-Fonds. The short distances mean that any destination can be 
reached quickly and easily, whether by train, bus, car or boat. According to the 
Mercer ranking, Geneva and Bern are among the cities offering the best living 
environment in the world. It is no surprise, therefore, that Switzerland ranks as 
the world’s happiest country, according to the World Happiness Report.

With almost two-thirds of Switzerland’s total surface area covered by lakes, 
glaciers and mountains, it is little wonder that the Swiss tend to be sports 
enthusiasts. From skiing to mountain biking, sailing to paragliding, Western 
Switzerland caters to a comprehensive range of sporting activities. On the 
cultural front, the region is home to gems ranging from Roman amphitheaters 
to modern art museums, and regularly hosts prestigious events such as the 
Montreux Jazz Festival and the Menuhin Festival Gstaad, to name but a few.

IDEAL WORK ENVIRONMENT AND LIVING CONDITIONS
The cities of the GGBa rank highly in international comparative studies in 
terms of income, health, climate, political stability, safety, personal freedom, 
and family and social life. Everyone is guaranteed freedom of movement and 
safety, at all times. Children generally walk to school unaccompanied. The safe 
environment and the traditional discretion of the Swiss are widely valued. 

The Swiss healthcare system is one of the best in the world. It consists of a 
compulsory basic health insurance that can be supplemented by private 
complementary insurance to cover specific treatments. Every person is entitled 
to healthcare from highly trained medical professionals, be it GPs or hospitals. 
Each GGBa canton has a full range of healthcare services ranging from regional 
hospitals to private clinics. 

A Unique Quality 
of Living
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An International 
 Environment

OPENNESS TO THE WORLD AND TOLERANCE
Switzerland is a favorite destination amongst expatriates; indeed, the propor-
tion of foreigners in the total resident population stands at 24.3%. In Geneva, 
49% of inhabitants do not have a Swiss passport. Foreign companies and 
workers make a significant contribution to Switzerland’s prosperity. Its 
linguistic and cultural diversity coupled with the high concentration of foreign 
residents make Switzerland a country of tolerance and openness. 

NEUTRALITY AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
Diplomacy, humanitarian work and international networking are at the heart 
of Switzerland’s policy of neutrality. Switzerland has officially been a member 
of the United Nations (UN) since 2002, but has been actively involved with UN 
specialized agencies for much longer. In addition, it participates in economic 
organizations such as the European Free Trade Association (EFTA). It also 
represents the interests of countries that do not maintain diplomatic relations 
with certain third countries.

As a neutral nation, Switzerland is the ideal location for politically sensitive 
meetings and conferences. Geneva is renowned as the most active center of 
multilateral diplomacy in the world, hosting over 2,700 annual meetings 
attended by some 200,000 delegates from five continents. The city is home to 
two-thirds of the UN bodies and has the largest concentration of UN staff in the 
world with an impressive 9,500 people working there. It is also home to around 
100 international organizations, including the World Trade Organization 
(WTO), the legal and institutional foundation of the multilateral trading system 
and the only international organization to regulate trade relations between 
states at the global level. International organization employees residing in the 
Geneva region are welcomed and assisted by the Geneva Welcome Center 
(CAGI). Furthermore, the GGBa counts a concentration of institutions and 
international sports federations that is unique worldwide. To name but a few: 
the International Olympic Committee (IOC), the Union of European Football 
Associations (UEFA) and the European Professional Club Rugby (EPCR). Bern, 
the federal capital, is home to many embassies and institutions such as the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU).
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Cutting-Edge 
 Infrastructures

MOBILITY AND SECURITY AT THE HEART OF EUROPE
Punctuality, stability and reliability are the three characteristics that define 
Switzerland’s infrastructure. Trains run on time, the telecommunications 
infrastructure is impressively efficient, and energy supply is abundant. Located 
in a strategic position at the heart of Europe, the GGBa is easily accessible by 
road, rail or air, as a result of the federal transport policy geared towards 
attracting businesses to Switzerland. The highway and rail networks are among 
the most developed and well maintained in Europe. The main axes, namely the 
TGV to Paris, the ICE to Germany and EuroCity to Milan, all pass through the 
GGBa. Furthermore, international airports in Geneva, Bern, Basel and Zurich 
mean that all major destinations are easily accessible.

Whether you are looking for premises for your business, R&D infrastructures, a 
production site or family home, the GGBa offers a wealth of possibilities that 
are sure to meet even the most specific needs. The regulations governing the 
purchase of real estate by foreigners have been considerably relaxed over the 
past years. The large number of business incubators and technology parks 
installed in the region also play an essential role in applied research and 
technology commercialization, as well as in identifying partners.

NETWORK RELIABILITY AND FULL COVERAGE
Switzerland is one of the frontrunners when it comes to quality and coverage of 
information technology infrastructures. Also adding to the country’s appeal are 
the security of its IT infrastructure, government support, and competition 
between telecommunications companies. Despite the difficulties posed by the 
country's topography, the mobile network coverage is optimal. ISDN and 
broadband connections ensure high-quality communication.

The energy supply throughout the GGBa is outstanding. The region’s energy 
demand is met by a reliable and stable power grid that provides dense, 
decentralized coverage from various types of power plants. In parallel, the 
GGBa also benefits from the supply of natural gas, oil and other energy sources 
at competitive prices. The successful integration of the Swiss network into the 
European network means that supply is guaranteed even during periods of 
high consumption. The GGBa is also active in the renewable energies field, 
including hydro, solar and wind power.
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